
By-Laws

Article I

S€ction 1. This organization shallbe known asthe "THE GREATER AUSIII{ AREA CHAFrER

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS."

S€ci:on 2. The purpose of the chal*er is to promote the wellb€in8 of the Order withtn the
Greater Austin area. lt shall condud for the tood of tlte Order one or more major Chapter-wide

activities each year. Chapter activities shall not be ln competition with state or subordinate council
sponsored activities. All Chapter activhies are to self-funding to maintain adequate ftrnds for seed

money .eeded for futu.e activities,

The chapter shall also hold meetings to facilitate communicaffon between Councils, District Deputies
and the Dlocesan Deputywithin the Austin Diocese.

Section 3. The Chapter shalloperate on a fiscalyear basis, startingJuly l ofa given yearand end

on June 30 ofthe followingyear.

Article ll Membership

Section 1. The Cha pter shall consist of the Knights of Columbus councils in the Greater Austin a rea

who express their intention tojoin the Chapter by designating their delegates as prov:ded by Article I l,

Sectlon4 belowand payingthedues prescribed hereafter. Each councilmust be in good sta dingwith
Supreme and State Councils.

S€ction 2, All €ouncils, in the GreaterAustin Area, are eli8ible for membership in theChapter. A
list ofthe Councils will be maintained by the Secretary of the Chapter and updated as Councils are

added or removed.

S€ction 3. Active Knaghts ofColumbus councils in the GreaterAustin Area, willbe accepted for
membership upon payment ofdues. Member Councils will etect detegates who will participate in

Chapter Business. Applicationfor membership shallbe made with assurances thai said .ouncil is

making application for membership in the Chapter in accordance with Section 242 ol the Knights oJ

Columbus Chofter Constitution lows. Said councilfurther assuresthat its delegates willattend meetings

ofthe Chapteron a regular basis, Upon acceptance, delegatesfrom said councilwillbe seated atthe
first meeting following payment ofdues prescribed in Article V, Section 5-

S€ctlon 4. The Chapte/s representatives shall consist of: (1) The Grand Knight and two elected

representatives from each member council, (2) District Deputies within the Chapte/sjurisdiction, (3) the
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State Deputy, (4)the Chapter officers and (5) any current Supreme Dkector residing in the state. Each

representative is entitled to one vote. ln the eventa council representative is unableto attend a

Chapter meetioglhe couocil's 6rand Knight shellappoint a temporary ahernate to replace the
representative- The temporary alternate shallhavethe same authority as the elecLed representative.

S€ction 5. The Grand Knight ofa councilmust notih/ the Cha pter Secretary the name ofall
alternates before the effestive Chapter Meeting ifthealternate isto participale in Chapter business.

S€ction 6, The delegates must be members in good sta nd ing of the Th ird Degree. Councils less

than oneyearold may designate delegates who are members in the First Section.

Article llt Officers

Section 1. Third Degree members in good $anding ofmembercounci,sshall be eligible to hold
office in this Chapter. AcurrentGrand (night sha ll not be eligible to hold office unless hisrerm as Grand
Knight expires on the last day preceding the fiscalyeer befo.e he takes office inthe Chapter. No

membershall hold morethan oneChapterofficeatthesametime.

Section 2. Chapter olficers shallconsist ofa p.esident, vice-president, secretary and treasurer who
sha ll serve a one-year te rm. Cha pter officers shall be elected by Chapter d eleeates. Membes who hove

served two conseclrlive terms in o Chopter ollice sholl be ineligible Ior re-election to soid office until two
yeofs hove possed oftet o two yeot consecutive term. ChapterO{ficers will be considered voting
members of the Chapter.

Section 3, The president of the Chapter shall be the chief executive of{ice r of the Cha pter and shall
preside at allChapter meetings and shall enforce the rules, regulations, and by laws ofthe Chapter and
the laws ofthe Order. He shallappoint all commattees in and forthe Chapter and shatt be an ex-officio
member ofsame. €ountersign all checks o. drafts. Heshallperform any and allsuch other duties asthe
Chapter may impose.

Section 4. The vice-president of the Chapter sha ll perform the duties of the president when the
president is absent and shallperform such other duties as may be delegated to him bythe Chapter. He

shallbe responsible for receiving a ll Chapter funds, re.ording them, and submittingthem to the
Treasu rer for deposit. He shallbe responsibleto veriry allpersons participating in Chapter business are
a uthorized de legates, those not authorized may not participate in Cha pter Business. Serve as advocate

ofthe Chapter and fecilitate activities related to motions and voting by Chapter Delegates.
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Section 5. The secretary shall keep a record of a ll minutes of the meetings of the Cha pter and shall
perform such other duties as the Chapter may delegate to him. He shall maintain a cu rrent roster a nd

lerm of office of each member council, including current authorized delegates for each He shall draw

orders for payment ofauthorized funds.

Sectioa 5. The treasurer shall be the chief fina ncial officer of rhe Chapter and keep all books and

records of financial accou nts, sign checks on orders drawn upon him by the secretary, said check to be

co-signed bythe president, and shallperform otherduties asthe Chapter may delegateto him. Heshall
give the vice-president a receipt for monies received and promptly deposit the same. The treasurerwill
insure that allappropriate tax reports are filed on e timely basis and the appropriate records are

maintained.

Article lV Elections

Section 1. The election of officers for contested offices must be made by secret ballot. A majority
of allthe votes castshallb€ necessaryto elect,

Sectlon 2.

Chapter.

Sedion 3. Vacanc;es in eledjve offices sha II be filled, efter announ.ement at a regu,ar meeting, by
eledion at the regular business meeting next succeedingthe regular meetingatwhich the vacancy was

created or an nouncement was made. Ifsuch vaaanc) shalloccur in the office ofthe president.then the
vice-presidentshallsucceedand serveas presidentforthe rcmainingterm.

No council may have morethan one member holdingan elected office within the

Article V Funds

Sedion 1. All mon ies obtained from any sou rce, by or th rough any pe6on or pe6ons, acting for or
in the name of the Chapter, or under its direction or authority, shatl be consjdered Chapterfunds and

shallbe forthwith delivered to the vice-pr€sident. The vice-president shallgive a receipt therefore and

shallreport at each meetingthe amounts received. The vice-president shallforward allfunds tothe
treasurer. The treasu rer shall give the vice-president e receipt for said fu nds and shall promptly deposit

lhem,

S€ctlon 2. No money in excess of 5500 (five h und red dollars) shall be paid or transferred from the
treasurer of the Chapter, except such moneys as the Chapter is called upon to regularly pay for its

current expenses and as provided by, or consistent with the Laws ofthe Ordet, namely tie Knights of
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Columbus Charter Constitutio, lows, Section 122 (b), unless by two-thirds vote ofthe delegates present

and votingat a regular business meeting held subseouent to e regularbusiness meetingat written
notice, of a resolut;on of intention to pay ortransfer such money and the purpose end amount to be

paid or transferred shall have been given a nd regula rly read- The secreta ry wiil capture this to be

ircluded in the minutes as a motion. After a second of such motion the Chapter president may allow
Iimited discr.rssion but vote on the motion must be in the subsequent business meeting.

Sectlon 3. By no laterthanlune 30, the president shall appoint three delegatesfrom separate

councils to serve as an Audit Committee. The Audit Committee shall be empowered to meet and audit

the financial books of the Chapter and make a fullwritten report oftheir findings to the Chapter no later
than July 31. The auditshallbe read and entered;ntothe Chapterminutes at the next regular meeting,

S€ction 4. Funds raised bythe Chapter may also be used to cover Chapter Operational Expenses

and maintain a cash reserve notto ex€eed S 10,000. Such reserve is to be used for "seed" moneyfor
future Chapterwide activities. Profitsfromfund raising activities willbe disbursed forqualified
charitable (501) organizations, educational, or religious purposes by vote of the Chapter delegates.

Funds ofthe Chapter are NOT to be used to support individua I council related activities or events.

Sedions. Each membercouncilshallpayANNUALDUESof 55O(fiftydollars).
a. Dues shallbecome dueJuly l each year. The treasu rer shall send notice of

b.

d-

Article Vl Meetings

Section 1. Regular business meetings of the Cha pter shall be held o n the last Monday of each

month starting at7:30 PM. The Cha pter President mayset an alternate meeting date when conflicts

arisewith the last Mondayofthe month-

these dues to each membercouncilon June 1.

There shallbe oo individualdues.

A councilmay be suspended from theChapter if its annualdues are not paid 90
(ninety) days alter due date.

Allcouncils requesting to join the Chapter during the period July 1-lune 30,

willbe billed S50 (fifty dollars)for the FraternalYear.

S€dion 2. Theorderof business at regular meetings shallbe:

1. Callto Order

2. Opening prayer and Pledge ofAllegiance

3. Roil call of officers and voting d€legates; determination ofquorum
4. Guest Presentation ffapplicable

5, Approvalof minutes of previous meeting
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6. Chaplain's repon
7. Vice-president's report of Chapter.eceipts

8. Treasure/s report
9, President's report and correspondence and communications
10. Chapter committee reports

11. Unfinished business

12. New Business

a. Elections willalways bethefi6t order of new business

13. Diocesan Deputy's report
14. State Committee reports

15. Distrid Deputy reports

16. Field agent's reports

17. Council adivity reports

18. Assembly reports

19. Good of the Order

20. Closing prayer

21. Adjournment

Seciion 3. Special meetings of the Cha pter shall be at the call of the Cha pter president, a majority
of the officerc, or on petition of (5) ofthe Grand Kni8hts ofthe councils within the Chapter directed to
Chapter president who shall, upon receipt of such petition, cella specialmeeting of the Chapterto be
held on 5 (five) days notice. Such request shall state the purpose ofthe me'eting - Due notice ofsperial
meetings and the purpose shallbegiven to each member council, and no business, otherthan the
staled purpose fortbe meeting shallbe conducted at any specia I meeting.

Section 4. The order of business at Specialmeetings shallbe:

1. Prayer and pledge ofAllegiance

2. Roll call and determination of quorum

3. Treasurer's report
4. Reading of special meeting .equest and notice

5. Specialbusiness

6. Closing prayer

7. Adjournment

S€dion 5. Should a ny voting delegate be absent from three consecutive business meetings

without cause p.eviously known tothe president, his membership willbe declered vacant bythe
president. The president willthen notitthe Grand (night ofhiscouncilto replace the delegate.
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s.dod 6. AusiEessat rhe Ctapter meetn'l8 mr+ only be.ondu.ted by quatilH delegate. of the
Chapler, si e Anbrc [, slition 4. eha$er busiot5E bd.iiEd .s suhhntiog r€solutiorE, haktuEor
seiondirg rno&rhs and votllg on s{ch artMtJer.

&ado.t 7. The ord€r 6fbuslne6s may be suspetld€d by a maigrlty 1,ot! ol voting delegat€s Fesent-

ArtieleVll Dissolution

Sedon f Vbhttgn of aryofSle.laws ofthe Ode.of rqles prirnu[rted ty tlie.mard of Dke*ors
sha be (autr foj dbtoktiqq ollhe Clapter in accordance with Se.don 9 ot the Xnbhts oI @ui.bt{
Qtopw Coti,lifirtiorlel Lsws,
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Article Vlll Miscellaneous

s€ctlon 1. Proposed amendmentsto these bylaws shall be presented ata regular meeting in
writing, but shall not be acted upon untilthe next meeting. Notice ofsuch proposed amendments shall

be given in writingtothe councils at leastone month priortothe meeting at which same shallbe
considered. A two-thirds vote of the delegates present and voting at said meeting shall be necessary for
the adoption of such proposed amendments.

Sedion 2. Procedure and debate shallbe in accordance with the rules ofthe Supreme Counciland

other special ru les adopted by the Cha pter. When points arise not specifica lly covered by these rules,

then Roberfs Rules of Order shallgovern all proceedings.

S€.tion 3. These by-laws were adopted by vote of the Greater Austin Area Cha pter of the Knights

ofColumbus on March 20,2015.

Section 4. These bylaws and any amendments shalltake effect upon approvalbythe Supreme
Advocate. Atthattime all previous by]aws aresuspended.

S€ction 5.

3 day

These bylaws are hereby submitted for approva I by the Sup.eme Advocate on this
ot Arl,i! .zors

Advocate- /'t ,

l, a. ,4./+,-?Z

John A. Marreila

Supreme Advocate

44-

These bylaws were approved on this _Lday of April 2015 bythesupreme

Chapter President

Giacomo Leone

Chapter secretary
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KNrcurs oF CoLul,rsus
I,4AK NG A DIFFERENCE FoR LIFE

April 9,2015

Mr. Gregory Nelson
PO Box 303081
Austin, TX 78703

RE: GREATER AUSTIN CHAPTER BY-LAWS

Worthy Chapter President and dear Brother Nelson:

I am writing to jnform you that the proposed amendments to ihe Greater Austin Chapter
by-laws that you submitted on April 3, 2015 have been approved. Enclosed is a copy of
your by-laws featuring the signature of Supreme Advocate John Marrella.

lf you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to conlact me.

AMP/

Sincerely,

Ashley Pdlferari

I COLU[1BUS PLAZA. NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06510 3326 . TEL. 203-752-4OOO. WWW KOFC ORG


